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It is with great pleasure that I convey my personal congratulations, as well as those
of the University, to The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (Western Canada)
Association on the publication of the inaugural issue of its newsletter.

Message from the Presi-
dent of the Hong Kong

Established in 1996, the Association is the University’s first overseas society for its
alumni and past employees, and marks the start of the Institution’s expansion of its

Polytechnic University,
also the Honorary Patron
and advocate of the Asso-
ciation,

Professor
Poon Chung-kwong

overseas network of alumni and former staff.

It is most gratifying that within less than a year of its inauguration the Association has
already recruited more than a hundred members from the PolyU’s graduates and past
employees now residing in Western Canada. The Association has also played an
important role in helping its members to improve their integration into the Canadian
community.

I am confident that this newsletter will provide an excellent channel for its members
to exchange experience and views, and that it will further enhance the communication
between the Association and its members.

I would, therefore, like to take this opportunity to congratulate the Association on the
publication of the newsletter, and to express my gratitude to all those involved for
their enthusiastic support to the Association. I would also like to assure you of the
University’s continued and wholehearted support for the work of the Association in
the years ahead.

Py

—

Poon Chung-kwong

Editoral Committee: Amy Soo - fax: 266-7770; K.C. Yam - e-mail: gyam@bcit.bc.ca

The Hong Kong Polytechnic University (Western Canada) Association

#140-8380 Lansdowne Road, Suite #157, Richmond, B.C. V6X 1B9



Watch out for our upcoming event. See page 5
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Welcome to the brave new world of our
(FIRST!) NEWSLETTER. '

The Board of HKPUA intends that the
NEWSLETTER will become a two-way or
even multi-way link between members and the
Board. This inaugural issue will bring to you
news from the PolyU, the Association's news
and upcoming events, as well as articles that
will enhance your travelling pleasure and give
you encouragement in life in North America.

It is also intended that the NEWSLETTER

will

e be published three times a year;

e provide a venue for members to share his/
her experience, opinion and suggestions;
and

e bring out the artistic and literary talents of
members.

Therefore, your Editorial Committee wel-

comes YOUR ARTICLES in the next and

future issues.

THIS IS YOUR NEWSLETTER!
IT WILL ONLY FLOURISH WITH YOUR
CONTRIBUTIONS AND SUPPORT!

K. C. Yam
Editor

our newsletter needs:

= essays = caricatures or drawings

= life stories

= household / cooking / travelling tips

= poems = pointers on how to start / enhance life in Canada

The text can be in English or Chinese!

** Please submit your articles to K.C. Yam or Amy Soo during the months of February, June and October. **

Page 2
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HKPUA BOadl'd Of Directors 1996/97

President Tak Nam FOO 279-7180
Vice President K.C. YAM 732-8721
Hon. Treasurer P.C. NG 944-6648
Hon. Secretary Peter CHAN 244-5307
Public Affairs Coordinator Amy SOO 266-7770
Program Coordinator Tony LEUNG  631-3693
Program Coordinator Fleming WOO 272-3962

Membership Coordinator

Sub-committees:

Program: Tony LEUNG, Fleming WOO. Tommy AU, K.C. YAM

Membership: Loong LIANG, Tommy AU, K.C. YAM, P.C. NG, Fleming WOO
Public Affairs: T.N. FOO, Peter CHAN, Amy SOO

Newsletter: K.C. Yam, Amy SOO

Loong LIANG 241-7680
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1 Remember to bring your MEMBERSHIP
CARD with you when you are visiting Hong
Kong. You can use your membership card
for temporary access to the PolyU’s library
and sports facilities.
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past & upcoming events

Thank you for your support and participation in the Inaugural General Meeting and
Annual Dinner. The Association has been working hard in organizing activities that suit the
interests of our members. The first talk was delivered during the Inaugural Meeting. It was
on “Accreditation of Professional Qualifications in B.C.” presented by Ms. Lurline Roy,
Executive Director of International Credential Evaluation Services of Open Learning
Agency, B.C.. The other two talks were held to introduce Canadian taxation and business
opportunities to members. For those of you who have missed these two occasions, the
main points of the two very enlightening talks are summarized for you on page 7.

Your are most welcome to participate in the next event :
Guided hike of the Dog Mountain on Sunday, May 25, 1997.
We will meet at : Mount Seymour Ski Area Main Parking Lot (ski rental lodge)
Time : 2.00 p.m. (allow 2.5 - 3 hours round trip)
Leader : Mr. Siegfried Welscher, an outdoor enthusiast.
Who can come : You and your family, young and elderly. Bring your friends too.
What to bring : A backpack containing juice/water, snack, rain gear, sun screen
lotion, personal first aids and binoculars.

What to wear : Sportswear, jeans, runners (hiking boots are optional) and hat.
Difficulty level : The trail is relatively flat.
Optional dinner : Immediately after the hike, you are invited to join the no-host dinner

at Chao Phraya Thai Restaurant (located at the entrance to Granville Island),

1505 West 2nd Ave. Vancouver (Tel : 732-8988)

SURVEY ON MEMBERS' INTERESTS

A survey on the interests of our members was conducted at the Inaugural Meeting of the
Association on October 26, 1996.

Respondents showed interest in exploring career and business opportunities, advancing profes-
sional knowledge and improving communication skills. For leisure activities, home improve-
ment ranked highest, followed by health and relaxation activities. The sports enjoyed most
were badminton, cycling, hiking, skiing and tennis. Sight-seeing tours ranked highest in scoial
activities, followed by picnic and dinner gathering.



iving in North America gives us a lot of oppor-

tunities to travel by driving. Shall we bring
those travel plans to this column so that other members
can try them out?

The Travel Buggy will start our very first trip with
some travel tips and a tour plan of Vancouver Island.
This column also welcomes YOU to come on board
and contribute new routes/plans/ suggestions etc.

Tour Tips
Confusing "Avenues" with "Streets"? Avenues

usually run in the east-west direction and streets run in
the north-south direction in most North American
citiecs. Be aware, there are exceptions to the rules:
town planners are human, they tend to be inconsistent.
No need to look that far, compare the streets/avenues
between Vancouver and North Vancouver! Surrey,
however, is consistent.

It is true all odd-numbered US highways run in the
north-south direction and all even-numbered US high-
ways run in the east-west direction. There is no such
rule in Canada, we have only one Trans-Canadian
Highway!

2 day-1 night tour of Vancouver Island B.C.

This is the minimum time you should spend on Van-
couver Island. The plan can be taken as a long-
weekend trip or part of a driving tour on Vancouver
Island. This tour covers the corridor between Victoria
and Nanaimo. You can take the ferry from Horseshoe
Bay or from Tsawwassen, or vice versa. The route
can be :-

Tsawwassen - Sidney - Victoria - Duncan - Chemai-
nus.- Nanaimo - Horseshoe Bay

As these towns and cities are all along HWY 1, the
road conditions are very good and the road signs are
very clear. The traffic is not so congested on the
Island, just watch out for log-hauling trucks.

You can find accommodations easily in Nanaimo,
Chemainus, Duncan and Victoria. Motels are clean and
relatively inexpensive. Hotels can only be found in
Victoria and Nanaimo. Motels are usually priced for
single or double occupancy and you pay extras for
additional persons. Most rooms can easily accommo-
date four persons. Accommodations are tight in sum-
mer, especially during long weekends, in the Victoria
areas. Book your accommodations in advance during
the busy summer season. You can make your advance
booking through BCAA.

Tour highlights

You can find more details from the AA TourBook or
from the Travel Infocentres. Remember to pick up the
Victoria Street Map on the Ferry. You need the Map to
find the attractions in Victoria.

Victoria - Many attractions for just one day, you have
to choose carefully.

Duncan - Good place to rest on your drive from Victo-
ria to Nanaimo. Watch out for the row of Totem poles
on the main thoroughfare in the city centre. If you have
time, visit the BC Forest Museum, 1.5 km north on
HWY 1.

Chemainus - Stroll around the streets of this small town
and enjoy the more than 30 larger-than-life professional
paintings on the wall of the down-town buildings.
Travel Buggy recommends these murals as a must-see

highlight in this tour.

Nanaimo - Watch or try Bungy Jumping into
Nanaimo River Gorge at 12 km south on Hwy 1. Take
a 10-minute ferry ride from behind the Civic Arena to
Newcastle Island. It is a provincial marine park. A coal
mine museum is located on the island. The island is not
accessible by car.

Gabriola Island can be reached by ferry from Nanaimo.
Sea waves have carved some sandstone caves on the
beach of the Gabriola Sands Provincial Park.




Canadian Taxation Highlights

The combined federal and BC provincial personal marginal tax rates for income earned between 1995

and 1998 will be:

Taxable Income
$0-29,590
$29,591-53,666
$53,667-59,180
$59,181-62,192
$62,193-78,209
$78,210+

1995

26.44%
40.43%
44.53%
49.67%
51.12%
54.17%

l ’ (WeStemCanada)ASSOCiation ENE GEN NN BN IND NN SN BN DD BB BNN BB BN BB OB BEE B amm mEm

1996 1997 1998

26.18% 26.18% 26.10%
40.30% 40.04% 39.91%
44.36% 44.02% 43.85%
49.47% 49.01% 48.91%
50.92% 50.55% 50.36%
54.17% 54.17% 54.17%

e The RRSP contributions limit has been frozen at $13,500 until the year 2003.
* The annual RESP contributions limit is $2000 and lifetime contribution per beneficiary is $42,000.
e Making RRSP and RESP contributions will reduce your taxable income.

o The education tax credit is $100 per month.

e The maximum amount of tuition fees and education tax credits transferrable to a supporting indi-

vidual is $850.

e A complex set of rules has been introduced requiring Canadians with interests in foreign properties
and trusts to report detailed information about those foreign interests.
e Certain small businesses incorporated in BC between April 30,1996 and April 30, 2000 will be ex-

empted from provincial tax for two years.

(Excerpted from the HKPUA-organized talk on Personal and Corporate Taxation
on February 26 1997 by Ms. Chan Hoi, CGA).

EXPLORING BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES IN BC

DOs

Do research the Canadian market

- Go mainstream
- Niche positioning
Do select the right product
- Spending preference
- Size & Type?

Do learn the Canadian way of doing business

- Quality vs Price
- Customer Service
- Command of English

Do tax plan for your operation in advance

DON’Ts

Don't be misled that BC is unfavourable for doing
business

Don't start a business without serious consideration
Don't dump stock items into Canada

Don't mark your items at too low a price

Don't consider only your own ethnic market

Don't miss out business opportunities due to tax
reasons

(Excerpted from the HKPUA-organized talk on "How to Set
Up Business in Canada" on April 5, 1997 by Mr. Philip Ho,
Msc, IASBM.)
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